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 As a 12-year-old camper in 
Refugee Youth Summer Enrichment 
(RYSE), I never imagined that one 
day I would supervise of all of SUP. 
Thirteen years ago, as a recent Nepali 
immigrant, I decided to join RYSE to 
improve my English. Little did I know 
that my experience in RYSE and SUP 
would profoundly change my life.
 When I think back on my 
days as a camper I remember my 
senior counselor, Mark. In the class-
room, Mark helped me expand my 
mind and taught me about environ-
mental justice, a topic that continues 
to be a passion of mine today. I can 
still hear the waves crashing against 
the rocky shore of Revere Beach the 
day our class went to pick up trash. 
Similarly, I can feel the grainy dirt be-
tween my fingers the day we partici-
pated in a hands-on urban gardening 
experience in Boston.
 What I most appreciate 
about Mark is how he never hesitat-
ed to go the extra mile. Mark really 
believed in me. He took the time to 
organize SAT prep classes and even 

taught me the ins and outs of apply-
ing to colllege. Having people like 
Mark look out for me as I navigated 
my new life in America is why RYSE 
became my second family. It is why I 
came back year after year and loved 
camp more and more.
 Flash forward to today and 
I am now the SUP Program Group 
Officer (PGO). I am proud to say that 
SUP has given me the opportunity to 
take on the leadership positions that 
have molded me into who I am today. 
My experience as a camper inspired 
me to become an assistant leader 
(now called a co-teacher or junior 
counselor); being an assistant leader 
led me to want to have my own 
class as a senior counselor, and after 
senior counseling I knew I had to 
come back to direct. Along the way 
I have learned so much about ser-
vice, justice, and the importance of 
youth development programs. I have 
expereinced first hand the incredible 
opportunities SUP can provide its 
participants. 
 

My unique perspective is what 
pushed me to see the potential of 
an expanded SUP. As SUP PGO, I 
saw a gap in programming for 13- to 
14-year-olds who have graduated 
from camp but are too young to be 
junior counselors - in many camps 

this summer there were unpaid 
student volunteers or “office JCs”. To 
remedy that, the SUP team is in the 
process of brainstorming and even-
tually piloting a Middle Up/Junior 
Counselor in Training program for 
next year so that young teens can 
stay engaged in SUP. I want to help 
give young people the same opportu-
nities I had to engage in SUP. 
 

 Throughout the summer I 
was reminded about how important 
SUP was for me growing up, and 
one of the most rewarding parts of 
being PGO was getting to see the 
incredible relationships developed 
between campers, families, and 
staff. At Keylatch’s Final Show, I saw 
parents coming to celebrating their 
campers’ achievements and thank-
ing Keylatch’s staff, one of whom 
was directing for the last time. She, 
like me, had grown up in camp and 
was surrounded by people in her 
community who believed in her. As 
she and others cried tears of joy, 
my heart was filled with happiness 
for those involved in such a special 
moment. Though my time as SUP’s 
PGO is drawing to a close, I know 
that no matter where I go and what 
I do, I will always be grounded by my 
expereinces in SUP. I will always have 
a second family and a place to call 
home.        



Stand with SUP
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  Lastly, in every camp, SUP 
sparked justice. In partnership with 
the Harvard Office for Sustainability, 
SUP launched a environmental justice 
curriculum in five classrooms. One 
senior counselor, Kelly Navarro at 
South Boston Outreach Summer 
(SBOS) transformed her classroom 
into the Lorax’s forest of truffula 
trees covered in quotes about 
environmental justice. Other projects 
took place at Franklin I-O and the 
Native American Youth Enrichment 
Program (NAYEP), by staff committed 
to the practice of restorative justice. 
When difficult situations arose, 
youth, parents and staff worked 
together to assess the situation and 
develop collaborative, restorative, 
and reflective solutions.

 Without question, each 
summer at PBHA is full of exciting 
potential, new challenges, and 
remarkable growth. What remains 
consistent is the core mission of 
PBHA to value people and serve 
communities. The work and 
achievements of all of those involved 
in PBHA’s summer programs are a 
testament to that truth. Above all, 
PBHA will always be a home for 
participants and leaders in which to 
find themselves, learn, and change 
the world together. 

Maria Dominguez-Gray, Ed.M. ‘94
Class of ‘55 Executive Director

“Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, it’s the 
only thing that ever has.”
- Margaret Mead 
 For decades, PBHA has 
worked to effect change to ensure a 
more hopeful future. This summer, 
a small group of students, staff, 
families, PBHA alumni, and Harvard 
and community partners worked 
together to continue that mission.  
 Together, we offered high-
quality summer programming 
and advanced a shared mission to 
promote public service as a path to 
social justice. Together, we made 
PBHA a welcoming place of hope 
where anyone can seek refuge. 
 The Harvard Square 
Homeless Shelter and Y2Y Harvard 
Square provided sanctuary and case 
management services to about nearly 
100 guests over seven weeks. Habitat 
for Humanity worked tirelessly to 
acquire recycled furniture for their 
annual “stuff sale,” which raises 
funds to buy materials to build new 
homes. PBHA also piloted a new 
adult English for speakers of other 

languages (ESOL) Program to address 
a tremendous unmet need for free 
summer English language instruction 
in Greater Boston. Adult ESOL, an 
extension of PBHA’s Chinatown 
Citizenship, Chinatown ESL, and 
Partners Empowering Neighborhoods 
programs welcomed about 300 
recent immigrants in Dorchester and 
Chelsea. 
 Across the board, PBHA 
summer leaders and volunteers 
served with enthusiasm, immense 
compassion, and a drive to do good.
Our largest program, the Summer 
Urban Program (SUP) again inspired, 
motivated, and challenged children 
from all over Boston and Cambridge 
to grow and thrive. “SUP Sparks” 
was a fitting theme for the powerful 
work done in 11 camps serving 799 
children for six full weeks. Staffed by 
184 college and high school students, 
SUP continued to be an affordable, 
quality summer service program 
aimed at combating summer learning 
loss and strengthening social and 
emotional learning.  
 At the Mission Hill Summer 
Program (MHSP), SUP sparked 
curiosity. In senior counselor Jose 
Coronado’s class, students learned 
about high-level philosophical 
concepts and social theory through 
discussions on feminism, indigenous 
art in the context of history, and 
racism. At the Refugee Summer 
Enrichment Program (RYSE), SUP 
sparked hope. In Will Li’s and 
Michena Eugene’s class, students 
researched issues that mattered to 
them and wrote letters to local, state, 
and federal officials. In Karina Ithier’s 
and Lucas Lopes Barbosa’s class, 
students wrote poems to express 
their emotions and thoughts.SUP is…

     BRYE ▪ CHAD ▪ CYEP ▪▪FIO▪▪ KSP ▪ MHSP 
      NAYEP ▪ RYI▪▪ RYSE▪▪ SBOS ▪ LEADERS! 

Equality
It keeps falling
drops of black tears
From her dark eyes.
Different people in the same world.
Same language different thinking
Same rights, different color skin
Same culture different food, but what more
In this world could be same discrimination 
against other people all this in a typical world.
All are Humans, all have feelings but that is 
something many people don’t think of.
Not every person discriminates, there is still 
real people in this world.
That’s how it is a typical wold
that’s what it’s a typical society
That’s what it’s a typical world.
-Josseline | RYSE student 



Y2Y & Summer Science: Creating Bonds 
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ical reactions and states of matter. 
The program aims to invite students 
to realize the joy of scientific discov-
ery and spark further curiosity. 
 This summer, Y2Y and Sum-
mer Science began a partnership 
thanks to the support of The Boston 
Foundation, which saw Summer 
Science hire two guests from Y2Y as 
teachers. As part of Summer Sci-
ence, the Y2Y teachers taught science 
curriculum to summer camps in 
Dorchester, Mission Hill, and Roxbury. 
They also attended weekly Summer 
Science meetings to discuss cur-

 Y2Y Harvard Square is a 
student-run, overnight shelter that 
provides a safe and affirming space 
for young people experiencing 
homelessness in Greater Boston. 
During the summer, Y2Y offered 22 
beds and served 79 unique guests, 
offering case management services 
(advised by faculty and professionals) 
and helping guests access resources 
that included job training programs, 
mentoring opportunities, mental 
health care services, and permanent 
housing. 
 PBHA’s Summer Science 
delivers weekly science instruction 
to each of PBHA’s 11 SUP camps. 
Summer Science is designed around 
activity-based experiential learning, 
with creative lessons like making ice 
cream, which covers topics like chem-

riculum and facilitate team bonding. 
Both were incredibly excited to work 
with SUP! One week, Y2Y teachers 
led a lesson on DNA and genetics by 
explaining to campers the science 
behind how physical traits are passed 
down. After the lesson, campers 
extracted DNA from a banana by 
using test tubes, funnels, dish soap, 
and alcohol. Both Y2Y and Summer 
Science hope to continue this part-
nership in upcoming summers and 
expand the program to provide more 
opportunities to youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

SUPstainability & Environmental Justice

 In 2018, SUP partnerd with 
the Harvard Office for Sustainability 
to support environmental educa-
tion in classrooms. As a part of the 
initiative, five senior counselors at 
SBOS, NAYEP, RYI, and BRYE formed a 
working group for environmental jus-
tice education. In addition to doing 
project-based environmental work in 
their classrooms, this fantastic cohort 
collaborated to build both a strong 

foundational curriculum and an envi-
ronmental justice program to be used 
in future summers. 
 In addition to environmental 
justice-focused lesson plans, the Sum-
mer Sustainability Initiative encour-
aged project-based environmental 
learning across camps through envi-
ronmental justice-specific training and 
community partnerships with organi-
zations like the Harvard Community 
Garden. The initiative also began to 
assess SUP’s environmental impact as 
a program (e.g., program waste), an 
exciting project we hope to continue 
to develop in the future!
 The five senior counselors 
who focused on environmental justice 
did so in a variety of ways: through 
projects, literature and media, games 
and simulations, field trips, and more. 
Projects included “shipbuilding” from 
recycled materials, “pop bottle” eco-
systems, and gardening. Supplement-

ing specific environmental themes 
introduced in lessons, classes from the 
cohort took many field trips to places 
like the Wellesley Edible Ecosystem, 
the New England Aquarium, a local 
Farmers Market, parks and natural 
areas, and the Waterworks Museum.
 After an exciting first year, SUP 
hopes to continue to build and expand 
the Summer Sustainability iInitiative 
by promoting environmental educa-
tion in even more classrooms through 
community partnerships, field trips, 
training, and curriculum support.

Juliana Lamy ‘19 & Jang Lee ‘19
Y2Y Harvard Square & 
Summer Science

Natasha Dhamankar ‘20
Summer Science: SUPstainability 
 



Thank you to our 2018 PBHA Summer Program donors!*
Top Billing ($20,000 & up)
Kenneth Aldrich 
Boston Centers for Youth & 

Families (BCYF)* 
Boston Public Schools (BPS)* 
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative 

(CZI) 
Department of Youth 

Employment & Engagement 
(DYEE)* 

Harvard Housing Office* 
Harvard Office of Career 

Services (OCS) 
Harvard President’s Public 

Service Fund (PPSF) 
Harvard Square Homeless 

Shelter Corporation 
John Hancock - MLK Summer 

Scholars 
MassHousing 
Philanthropy Massachusetts - 

The Summer Fund 
Summer Food Service 

Program* 
Wentworth Institute of 

Technology*  
Top Billing ($10,000 to 
$19,999)
Cambridge Housing Authority 

(CHA) 
Cambridge Public Schools 

(CPS)* 
Chinatown Trust Fund (CTF) 
John Chou & Teresa Wallace
City of Boston 
City of Cambridge 
Federal Work Study Program 

(FWSP) 
Nancy Goroff Whitney (The 

Polymath Fund) 
Harvard College Marathon 

Challenge 
Harvard COOP 
Harvard Public Affairs & 

Communications (HPAC) 
Liberty Mutual Foundation 
Massachusetts Bay Transit 

Authority (MBTA)* 
Mayor’s Summer Youth 

Employment Fund 
(MSYEP)* 

Memorial Church of Harvard 
University 

Raymond P. Lavietes 
Foundation 

The Boston Foundation (My 
Summer, in the City) 

Top Billing ($5,000 to $9,999)
Albert O. Wilson Foundation 
Anne E. Borghesani 

Community Foundation (In 
Anne’s Spirit) 

Boston Red Sox 
Cambridge Trust Company 

Frances R. Dewing Foundation 
Harvard Pilgrim HealthCare 
Harvard President’s Public 

Service Fellowship
Harvard University Employees 

Credit Union (HUECU) 
Arnold Hiatt (The A.M. 

Foundation) 
Lincoln & Therese Filene 

Foundation 
Marion L. Decrow Memorial 

Foundation 
Massachusetts Department of 

Public Health* 
Christopher Morss 
Robert Treat Paine Association 
Shawmut Design & 

Construction 
Ian Simmons & Liesel Pritzker 

Simmons 
Visionaries ($1,500-$4,999)
Agnes M. Lindsay Trust 
Jeffrey Ballou & Lana Lee 
Coley Barbee 
Walter & Susan Birge III 
Stephen Blyth 
Derek Bok 
Cambridge Community 

Foundation (CCF) 
Chang Family Foundation 
William R. Crawford 
Christine Daily 
Dollar General Literacy 

Foundation 
Fleming Printing*
Luther Gatewood 
Stephen Gehlbach (New 

Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation) 

Genzyme Corporation 
Harvard Asian American 

Alumni Alliance (HAAAA) 
Harvard Office for 

Sustainability 
Harvard University Police 

Department (HUPD) 
Harvard University Retirees 

Association (HURA) 
Institute of Politics (IOP) 

Silchen Lee 
Daniel Leist 
Mission Hill/Fenway 

Neighborhood Trust 
Partners Health Care Systems 
Sally Seaver 
Service To Society 
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust 
Society for Propagating the 

Gospel Among the Indians 
& Others, in North America

South Boston Community 
Development Foundation 

Christi Tran 
William & Jean Graustein 

Fund 
Hok Yeung 
Philanthropists ($1,000-
$1,499)
Maria Alvarado 
George Buehler (Buehler 

Realty Trust) 
C & W Services 
Cambridge Savings Bank 
Julie Chelminski 
Martin & Marjorie Cohn 
Robert Connor 
Sue De Cuevas 
William & Alta DeVore 

(Wichita Community 
Foundation) 

Diego’s Painting 
Diana Eck & Dorothy Austin 
Fresh Pond Trust 
Joseph Garland, in honor of 

Maria Dominguez Gray
Gail Gerhart 
Daphne Griffin 
Melissa Gunn 
Harvard Campus Services 

Energy & Facilities 
Harvard Undergraduate 

Council 
Eric Johnson 
Stephen Ketchpel 
Susan Koo 
Tom Lehrer 
Lend A Hand Society 
David Lyons 
Katherine O’Connor Ma 
Michael Ma 
Microsoft Corporation 
Newsboys Reading Room 

Association 
Huyen Pham 
George Poulos 
Bertha Rivera-Fubini 
John Schubert 
Ellen Semonoff 
Bhekinkosi Sibanda 
Siena Construction 
Eric Silberstein 
Sonia Torrico 
Richard Van Horn 

Wilkinson Companies       
Advocates ($500-$999
Aggreko 
Anderson & Kreiger LLP 
Timothy Attanucci 
Morgan Bradylyons & Jon 

Kiburz 
Kenneth Brody 
Nina Brody 
Cambridge Landscape 
Cambridge Rotary Club 
Amy Chang & Jesse Ge 
Deborah Cheung & Jeffrey 

Wu, in honor of Huyen 
Pham

Robert Cook 
Joseph Flanagan 
Brad Gee 
Goldman Sachs 
Robert Heckart 
James Hirsch 
Ben Hsu 
International Union of 

Painters & Allied Trades 
District Council #35 

Claire Jackson 
Nobuko Kuhn 
Heather Lattimer 
Stephen Leahy 
Melissa Ma, in honor of the 

Class of 1992
William Maloney 
Laura Maltby 
Andrew Mugica 
Pathma Nelson, in honor of 

Ceylon Auguste-Nelson
Wendy Nelson, in honor of 

Alian Godoy
New Balance Foundation 
Sean Palfrey 
Jessenia Paulino, in honor of 

Tatiana Burgos
Carl Pforzheimer III 
Abigail Rischin, in honor of 

Emily Moss
Rod’s Best Pest Control 

Services 
Ruth Cohen 
Thomas Sakoda 
Malcolm Salter 
Susan Sanderson, in memory 

of Peter J. Sanderson
Anna Santoleri 
Beate Ort Short 
Mercedes Soto 
Samuel Takvorian, in honor of 

David Dance
Tenants’ Development 

Corporation 
Town of Milton 
Truong Family 
Pauline Tsai 
Tufts Medical Center 
Amy Vest 
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A special thank you to the 
Melnea A. Cass Recrational Complex for 

hosting Midsummer!



Thank you to our 2018 PBHA Summer Program donors!*
Dennis White 
Christopher & Nancy Winship 
Janelle Woods 
Daniel Yankwitt 
Vance Zavela & Jean Schiro-

Zavela 
Andrew Zucker 
Partners ($250-$499)
Jeff Aanestad, in honor of Gant 

Player
Acorio LLC 
Kiku Adatto, in honor of Fatima 

Dirir
Aishah Ahmed 
Henry Bannister 
Benjamin Barnes 
Jerry Bell 
Jennifer Belli 
Ian & Anne Benham 
Anna Bingham 
Sheldon Bishov 
Matthew Ross Bloom 
John Bond III 
Neil Bortz 
Boston Children’s Hospital 
Catherine Brennan 
Jeremiah Bresnahan 
Thomas Brome 
Monika Brown, in honor of 

Alexa Brown
Shaquanda Brown 
Tatiana Burgos 
Care Dimensions Inc. Family 

Fund 
Robert Chang 
Peter Cherbas 
James Claiborne 
William Clark 
John Clement 
John Comaroff 
Gene Corbin & Farah Stockman 
Robert Cox 
Claudia Creel, in honor of 

Paulina Romero
K. Gordon Cross 
Abigail Cullinan 
James Dalsimer 
David Dance 
Aretha Delight Davis 
Antonetta DiGiustini, in 

memory of Elisa Carolina 
DiGiustini, Priscilla Blackett 
Dewey Houghton & in 
honor of The Hon. Amory 
Houghton, Jr. 

Jose & Muriel Dominguez 
Jed Dreifus 
Nicholas Edwards & Catherine 

Birdwell 
Chester Finn 
Trisha Flanagan 
Hans Fleischner 
George Fletcher 
Floating Hospital at Tufts 

Medical Center 
Foundation for Boston Centers 
Lisa Frackiewicz 
Paula Furey 
Varsha Ghosh & Julien Farland 
Corey Gold 
Louise Kovens Goodman, in 

honor of Corey Gold
Cara Gould 
Evan Grossman 
Jessica Grundei 
Peter Harbeck 
Shaquilla Harrigan 
David & Mai Harrison, in honor 

of Teresa Tran
William Hayes 
Robert Hendrickson 
Linda Hodge 
Joseph Hurd 
Joseph Jacobs 
Greg Jobin-Leeds 
Maria Jobin-Leeds 
Michelle Johnson, in honor of 

Lisa Barros
Richard Johnson 
Janette Kaufman 
Michael Kaufman 
Pauline Kim 
Courtney Klein 
Orla Klein 
Betsy Kramer 
Alison Kronenberg 
Chet Kronenberg 
William Kussin 
Brooks Lambert-Sluder 
Michael Lampson 
Robert LaRocca 
Alexandra Lee 
Michael Leonard 
Amy Leung, in honor of 

Michael Leung 
Douglas Levin 
William Lewis 
Alexander Lin, in honor of 

Sarah Wong

Francoise Lionnet 
Clayton Lockhart 
Marissa Long 
Jason Luke 
Sara Mainster 
Mina & Danielle Makarious 
Peter Malkin 
Jane Page Mallinson 
Susan Vivian Mangold 
Matthew March, in honor of 

Segan Helle
Ron Mark 
Michael & Nancy Masella, in 

honor of Karina Ithier
Massachusetts Wonder Fund 
Kerry McGowan 
Lynn McGregor 
Thomas Sean McKean 
Curtis McMillan 
Alicia Meyer 
Robin Mount & Mark Szpak
Matthew & Amara Mulder 
Cameron Naimi 
Varuni Nelson, in honor of 

Ceylon Auguste-Nelson
New Light United Methodist 

Church 
Tien Anh Nguyen 
Darrick & Erin Northington 
Pendred Noyce, in honor of 

Sunday Coverly
Lucerito Ortiz 
Shippen Page 
Ines Palmarin 
Grace Pien 
Brenda Pizarro 
Daphne Player, in honor of 

Gant Player
Kimberly Powleson 
Barbara Pressly, in honor of 

Nick Durham
Laura Bachrach Prober 
Eduardo Ramirez, in honor of 

Thalia Ramirez
Frederick Reis 
Juan Romero, in honor of 

Paulina Romero
Charlie Rose 
Joseph Rose 
Nancy Rossen, in honor of 

Samantha Acker
Ketsia Saint-Armand, in honor 

of Paulina Romero
Lucy Schmidt 

Deneta & Bryan Sells 
Tamiru Sime 
Luis Sisniega 
Anthony Smith 
Leslie Snyder 
Society of St. John the Evangelist 
Marisa Steinberg 
John Sutter 
Jonathan Tannen, in memory of 

Robert Santana
David V. Taylor 
W. Nicholas Thorndike 
Uyen Tran, in honor of Michael 

K. Tran
Nicole Vazeos 
Gary & Melodie Vitale 
William Voss 
Alexander Walley, in honor of 

Paulina Romero
Cynthia Weeks, in honor of 

Samantha Acker
Peter Weller 
Eric & Sandra Wolman 
Connie Wong, in honor of Olivia 

Chung
Shirley Woodward, in memory 

of Edward S. Fleming
Naomi Wortis 
Yiyang Wu 
Akash Yanow 
Karen R. Young 
Erika Zachem 
Marshall Zhang 

The Arthur Liman Press at 
Phillips Brooks 
House is an 
endowed fund 
established by 
the efforts of 
the Liman family 
in honor of 
Arthur C. Liman 
‘54 to support 
publications that 
honor public 

service and his memory.

*Gifts of $250 or more to SUP 
received as of 10/1/18
** In-Kind gifts

Please let us know if your name 
was inadvertently omitted.
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Design & Editing:
 Thalia Ramirez 

Louise Wills



The Meaning of CHADLove
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 CHADLove. It’s a word that 
every camper and staff member ends 
their CHAD experience knowing. 
Many campers who become junior 
counselors bring it up. Junior coun-
selors who become senior counselors  
speak about it often. It’s etched on 
CHAD T-shirts, yearbooks, and email 
sign-offs. It is easy to toss CHADLove 
into every other sentence and ramble 
on about how incredible the summer 
was. Nevertheless, we struggle to 
find a comprehensive definition that 
would satisfactorily encompass the 
entirety of the feelings, stories, and 
depth of that singular, timeless word. 
Instead, our best attempt at convey-
ing what CHADLove means rests in 
analogies that we hope can express 
the essence of our truly special pro-
gram.
 CHADLove looks like a team 
of staff and campers loving each oth-
er for who they are and where they 
come from. It’s senior counselors 
and directors learning about hous-
ing issues in Chinatown on a tour 
led by a CHAD alumnus; G5 and G7 
collaboratively exploring what it was 
like to be a Paper Son in the 1900s; 
G3 designing tours of Chinatown to 
reflect their individual experiences; 
junior counselors understanding 
what microaggressions are in their 
Leaders! workshop. CHADLove takes 

form as a family unraveling the 
weighty question of “What does it 
mean to be Asian-American?” while 
learning to appreciate each other and 
ourselves for our multi-layered iden-
tities. CHADLove sounds like families 
engaging with each other and with 
staff - whether it be WeChat pings as 
counselors send overnight camping 
trip pictures to parents, the buzz of 
grandparents interacting with each 
other in the CCBA Conference Room 
during pick up or drop off, or the 
interplay of English and Chinese as 
junior counselors and directors trans-
late for parent-counselor meetings. 
 In the middle of the sum-
mer, CHADLove manifests itself when 
older and younger campers work to-
gether. G2 developed algorithms for 
creating paper airplanes and shared 
them with their G6 Big Sibs. G7 read 
to their G1 Little Sibs at the China-

Olivia Chung ‘18 
& Sarah Wang ‘19
Chinatown Adventure

town Public Library. Dong, a G3 camp-
er, befriended Charles, a G7 camper, 
who ate breakfast and lunch with him.  
 CHADLove is never limited 
by grade. CHADLove feels like the 
indescribable bond among campers, 
staff, and families. It’s in the laughter, 
“awwws,” and sniffles that sweep 
across the auditorium as pictures il-
lustrating our all too short summer 
flash across the screen at Final Show. 
It’s in the way we encourage (or coax) 
our middle-school campers and volun-
teers to show us their Fortnight dance 
moves at Teen Dance. It’s a team of 
junior counselors, senior counselors, 
and directors collectively trying to win 
against a band of campers in laser tag 
at our Final Trip at Roll On America.
 Even after our last day in Au-
gust, CHADLove looks like the memo-
ries that will long outlast the summer 
of 2018, the future aspirations that 
returning staff, families, and commu-
nity members will have for camp, the 
growth and excitement that campers 
will carry forward to the school year 
and next summer. It looks like the per-
petual community to which everyone 
who experiences CHAD knows that 
they are connected - for that summer, 
and every summer thereafter. 
I can adequately describe all of this 
and so much more with the only word 
that inevitably pops up summer after 
summer: CHADLove.



One Summer is Not Enough
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engaged in high-level learning 
activities that included discussions 
about the complexity of the human 
condition, exploration in the field 
of virology, and critical analysis of 
great works by artists outside the 
Western canon. Equipped with 
tough questions for Representative 
Sanchez, the youth demonstrated the 
impressive scope of their knowledge 
and sincere concern for their 
communities. 
 While any outside observer 
can clearly see that SUP “sparks” 
confidence, compassion, and 
intellectual curiosity, what sets 
SUP apart is what happens after 
those sparks are ignited. Each 
summer, SUP develops a new wave 
of philosophers, scientists, artists, 
activists, and world leaders who will 
prioritize people and communities 
in their work. Simply put, the sparks 
SUP ignites become flames that 
eventually transform into a raging 
fire that fuels a collective effort for 
equity, justice, and social change. 
That is the power and legacy of SUP. 
That is why one summer with SUP is 
simply not enough. 

Thalia Ramirez ‘18
Mission Hill Summer Program 
 When asked why I decided 
to direct the Mission Hill Summer 
Program (MHSP) again as a college 
senior, my answer was always the 
same: “One summer is not enough.” 
Those words I borrowed from Henry 
Santana, my dear friend and a former 
MHSP director.  A living embodiment 
of what SUP is all about, Henry, who 
entered SUP at the age of eight, 
has, year after year, dedicated his 
summers to serving his Mission Hill 
community by empowering and 
investing in its youth. Though it 
was my passion for serving youth 
that initially drew me to SUP, it was 
ultimately the campers, the SUP 
community, and people like Henry 
that made me see that I simply had 
to come back. 
 When thinking about how 
to paint the best picture of such a 
remarkable summer, I find myself 
going back to the core values - 
inclusion, creativity, appreciation, 
respect, and effort - that the MHSP 
senior counselors intentionally 
selected to lay the foundation that 
we as staff hoped would hold strong 
through inevitable challenges. 
MHSP campers and staff routinely 
exemplified and held each other 
accountable to those values.
For instance, when paired as 
reading buddies, older campers 
would patiently instruct younger 
campers on how to sound out 
unfamiliar words and phrases. For 
Final Show, campers in Group 6, 
who at the beginning of the summer 
did not know one another, were 
enthusiastically choreographing 
and teaching one another a spunky 
dance. In the Oldest Girls’ and Boys’ 
classroom, campers had incredibly 
powerful conversations covering 
topics like colorism, community 
violence, police brutality, and the 

experience of black and brown 
youth across America and in 
Boston. Each day, it was amazing to 
witness phenomenal MHSP senior 
counselors sow seeds of knowledge 
and curiosity in the minds of their 
campers. More astounding was the 
progress of campers who, over the 
seven weeks, steadily tended their 
own (and their peers’) intellectual 
gardens that blossomed by the end 
of the summer. 

 Though the summer was 
also marked by minor setbacks 
and moments of frustration, the 
core ICARE principles of our camp 
grounded the MHSP family. Campers 
learned how to work through 
disagreements, staff purposefully 
utilized wholistic restorative justice 
practices in place of exclusionary 
discipline, and when faced with 
challenges, our camp strove to 
demonstrate resilience and rise to 
the occasion. 
 One especially notable 
moment came the day former 
Representative Jeffrey Sanchez 
visited MHSP. Ready to talk to 
campers about his career in politics, 
Representative Sanchez was met with 
prepared questions on legislation 
surrounding racism, community 
violence, and structures of inequality 
in Boston. Led by Jose Coronado 
and Tre Mongo, Group 5 was a class 
of “philosophers” who regularly 
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 Since 1984, the Keylatch 
Summer Program (KSP) has provided 
a safe and welcoming environment 
for campers from Boston’s South 
End and Lower Roxbury community 
to explore, be challenged, have 
a voice, and lead. For 15 years, I 
was able to take part in this truly 
amazing program. A program that 
never shut its doors on my family or 
others when we couldn’t afford the 
camper registration fee. A program 
with people that took the time to 
listen to participants and implement 
the changes necessary to improve, 
and that pushed for those in the 
community like myself to lead.
 Directing KSP was such a 
unique and special experience. This 
summer, my third and final year 
directing, I thought long and hard 
what makes this program one that I 
love so much. One of the first things 

that came to mind was our camp-
wide fun - the moments we spent 
together as a camp. Every year our 
campers and staff always say some 
of their best summer memories are 
moments we spend together. 

 With that in mind, my 
co-directors Mehrina, Yuliza, and I 
implemented camp-wide activities 
organized by Yuliza. In one of our 
most popular activities, Color Wars, 
each class was assigned a specific 
color to wear to camp on a Friday. 
Classes were also tasked with placing 
as many items of their color on their 

classroom door as possible in only 
five minutes. Color Wars was fun, 
but the best part of it all was having 
all of Keylatch in one space laughing, 
cheering, and celebrating while 
working together and just enjoying 
the moment.
 I’ll be the first to admit that 
directing for three summers wasn’t 
easy. However, I am proud to say that 
something that has held steady since 
1984 is camp love and quality time. 
That is what I will always remember 
and cherish from my time directing. 
At Keylatch I always recieved genuine 
love and support.   
 If I could direct again I would, 
and I will always miss participating in 
such an amazing program. Growing 
up I could not imagine a summer 
without SUP in some shape or 
form and I know my campers feel 
the same. For us, SUP sparks love, 
compassion, confidence, power, and 
pure happiness. 

Growing Up in Keylatch
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