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PBHA – A Lean, Mean, Social Justice Machine!

PBHA’s fiscal year 2009 (February 
1, 2008 to January 31, 2009) began 
with a great deal of  conversation 
about the challenges our organi-
zation was facing in the faltering 
economy.  We could not be prouder 
of  how the PBHA community 
responded (and continues to re-
spond) to those concerns.

Many of  our community-based 
partners are struggling and have 
been forced to eliminate vital 
programs.  When we discussed the 
financial challenges confronting 
us all during the Board Retreat, a 
common theme emerged: PBHA 
is intent on not reducing program-
ming in the Boston and Cambridge 
communities we serve.  After the 
retreat, a new set of  student of-
ficers met with the directors of  all 
84 programs (Cabinet) and ad-
opted a new moniker for the year:  
“PBHA, a lean, mean, social justice 
machine.”

“Lean” because there is a shared 
commitment at PBHA to tighten-
ing our belts in ways that do not 
impact the people that need our 
programs more than ever. The 
reality is that nonprofits are often 

able to provide the least when they 
are needed the most.  We are proud 
that – in spite of  our financial chal-
lenges – PBHA is not shirking its 
responsibility to serve others and has 
diligently sought to allocate funding 
in ways that do not impact the com-
munity. We are incredibly apprecia-
tive of  our alumni and supporters 
who are continuing to give in such 
an economically uncertain climate. 

“Mean” seems like a misnomer – 
PBHAers are typically nice people!  
We understand, however, that serious 
times require an aggressive response.  
FY 2008 was a time for recognizing 
the importance of  what we do and 
renewing our commitment.  In FY 
2009, we dedicated ourselves to fer-
reting out the fluff  while remaining 
fervently focused on our mission.      

“Social Justice Machine” because 
such times as ours remind us that it 
is the truly vulnerable among us who 
suffer the most during economic 
downturns.  They need not only ser-
vices, but allies.  Perhaps more than 
ever, direct service programs are 
finding ways to join their voices with 
others to ensure that those with the 
least power in society do not bear 

the brunt of  the economic crisis.  

With people losing jobs, essential pro-
grams shutting down, and the govern-
ment cutting funding – the work that 
our students do is indispensable.  We 
hope that the glimpses this annual 
report provides convey that the PBHA 
community remains passionately com-
mitted to its social justice, social action 
mission.
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Visionaries ($1,000 - $4,999)

Anonymous (2)
Baker Foundation
Mary Jo Bane & Kenneth Winston
Arthur Jay Bassin
Bernard & Audrey Berman Foundation
Stephen Blyth
Paula H. Boyd
Brattle Square Florist
Philip Burling
Quan Cai & Ming Ding **
Jeffrey Chambers & Andrea Okamura
Susan Collier Collings
Dr. David Lawrence Colton
Jie Ding *
Dr. Francis H. Duehay
Christopher William Dysard
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omitted your name).PBHA Annual Donors – FY09 (2/1/08-1/31/09)
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Dr. Richard M. Hunt
Oscar S. Pollock
Raymond P. Lavietes Foundation
Stride Rite Foundation
The Memorial Church of Harvard University

The. Hon. David Hackett Souter
James Cecil Swank
William Foss Thompson
Uno Restaurants, LLC
Alexander Walley & Erin L. Matias 
David & Mary Ann Barrows Wark

Philanthropists ($500 - $999)

Dr. Joan Cindy Amatniek
Anonymous
Jeffrey Pollard Ballou
Bank of America Foundation
Robert C. Barber
Robert S. Blacklow, M.D.
Paul A. Bohlmann
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Bond, Jr.
Dr. Paul Arthur Buttenwieser
Carson Middle School, Pittsburgh, PA **
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert  Chase
Dr. Roy William Chesnut, Jr.
Elizabeth H. G. Collier
David L. Dance
Jose & Muriel Dominguez
Isaac E. Druker
Paul & Cheryl Drummey
Andrew James Ehrlich
Patrick W. Fitzgerald
Michael Alan Gaffin
Goldberg Family Foundation
Julian Andrew Grant
Lisa Drummond Graustein
Cliff & Kim Greene
Alan Michael Grumet
Jade D’alpoim Guedes **
Tracey Elizabeth Guice
Bertrand & Helena Halperin
Oliver Hart
Harvard University Retirees Association
Jason P. Kirschner
Edward F. LaCroix, Jr.
Thomas S. Lamont II
Michael A. Lampson
William T. Maloney
Adam Jonathan Margolin
Deborah Carol McLean
Dr. James Alonzo Nelson
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Chinatown Big Sib participants pose with their guide 

during a historic Boston walking tour field trip funded 

by a Memorial Church grant.

Student leaders and staff  celebrate at PBHA’s Auc-

tion for Summer Urban Program, held every spring.

PBHA volunteers take a break on one of PBHA’s sev-

eral “Rebuilding the Gulf Coast” Alternative Spring 

Break trips. 

Many donors gave in FY09 to support a scholar-

ship fund in memory of Peter Cai ‘10, who directed 

PBHA’s Harvard Emergency Medical Service with 

conviction and passion. Donors to that fund are 

noted with **.



Condensed Statement of Financial Position
for the Year Ended January 31, 2009		
	
Current Assets:	 $904,487
Temporarily Restricted Assets:	 $6,942
Endowments & Investments:	 $2,178,056
Net Property & Equipment:	 $49,629

Total Assets:	 $3,139,114
Total Liabilities:	 $78,068

Net Assets:	 $3,061,046

Condensed Statement of Activities 
for the Year Ended January 31, 2009

Total Operating Revenue & Support:	 $2,888,545	
Total Operating Expenses:	 $2,597,636
	
Change in Net Assets from Operations:	 $290,909

Total Net Assets, Beginning of Year:	 $3,262,327
Total Net Assets, End of Year:	 $3,061,046

Operating Revenue FY09: $2,888,545

Operating Expenses FY09: $2,597,636

Note: Fundraising expenses have been kept to only 7%, so your donations go further!

Complete audited financial statements are available upon request.

Term Programs
$773,587 (30%)

Summer Programs
$1,081,127 (42%)

General & Administrative
$334,467 (13%)

Stride Rite Scholars Program
$216,726 (8%)

Fundraising
$175,926 (7%)

Other Programs
$15,803 (<1%)

Individual Contributions
$354,100 (12%)

Net Assets Released from Restrictions
$171,321 (6%)

Government Grants
$98,967 (3%)

Harvard In-Kinds,
Donated Goods & Services

$614,347 (21%)

Other Revenue
$121,677 (4%)

Fundraising Events
$154,907 (5%)

Income from Endowments, Net of Fees
$629,755 (22%)

Contributions & Grants from Organizations
$743,471 (26%)



Dear PBHA Alumni, Friends & 
Supporters,

I would like to relate a story dear 
to my heart and would love for this 
story to be relayed to the amaz-
ing volunteers (past and present) 
at PBHA and the Mission Hill 
After School Program (MHASP) in 
particular.

Bessie of  Mission Main/Roxbury, 
an alumna of  MHASP and the Mis-
sion Mentoring program, just gradu-
ated from the John D. O’Bryant 
High School of  Mathematics and 
Science and will be entering Virginia 
State University this fall!

I met Bessie during my first year at 
Harvard - I was a homesick fresh-
man from Los Angeles who hated 
the cold weather and the long walks 
from Pennypacker to Annenberg, 
and Bessie was the toughest, funni-
est, and strongest eight-year-old I 
had ever met. We instantly bonded 
during our Wednesday MHASP ses-
sions, so much so that the next year 
I also joined the Mission Mentoring 
program in order to spend more 
time with her.

Over the course of  four years, Bes-
sie’s and my outings evolved from 
trips to the Boston Children’s Mu-
seum and face painting at SpringFest 
(where she met Larry Summers 
and suggested some improvements 
he could make to the College) to 
listening to Bill Clinton speak at the 
IOP (she was one of  the few who 
was able to shake his hand) and 
spending time in the Eliot House 
dining hall where she held her own 
during mealtime discussions on the 
economy, the war on terror, and 
what my classmates wanted to be 
when they grew up.

Bessie’s mother had given birth to 
her when she was very young and 
granted custody of  Bessie to her 
grandmother, who lives in Mission 
Hill. Bessie was familiar with life’s 
hardships at eight years of  age, but 

An Open Letter: Impact of PBHA After School/Mentoring

Meg and Bessie at Bessie’s graduation from high school

she was never embittered or angry. 
Instead, the obstacles in her life 
made her all the more more deter-
mined to achieve the goals she had 
set for herself.

Ever since I had met her, Bessie 
planned to be the first in her family 
to graduate from high school and 
attend a four-year college. Although 
she admired Harvard and was 
especially fond of  Eliot House, 
she wanted to go to an out-of-
state school to study business and 
become an entrepreneur. In the 10 
years that I have known her she has 
not strayed from her dreams, work-
ing hard to make them a reality.

Bessie will be going to VSU with an 
almost full scholarship. She applied 
for grants and has worked part-time 
since she was 13 to make this hap-
pen. This weekend she and I will be 
taking our first road trip together 
down to Petersburg, VA for fresh-
men orientation, and we will repeat 
this journey in August for freshman 
move-in. She has a summer job and 
is still looking for additional grants, 
funds, or donations for some of  the 
expenses that financial aid will not 
cover such as books, travel costs, 
and a laptop.

I sat next to Bessie’s family and 
watched her graduate with immense 
pride for her accomplishments and 
her great sense of  adventure. Sitting 
next to me were the next generation 
of  Mission Hill After School Pro-
gram participants, her cousins Troy 
and Jeremy. It made me smile to 
visit Mission Main and see how far 
Bessie has come, and how far she 
will be going. It is hard to believe 
she is still not in “Green Group” 
with MHASP.

There have been many moments 
in my life when being a Harvard 
graduate has made me proud (in-
cluding my own graduation). How-
ever, nothing made me as proud 
to be part of  the Harvard/PBHA 
network as watching Bessie walk up 
and receive her diploma.

Bessie is an inspiration to me, our 
families, and the many people 
who knew her in Eliot House and 
beyond. I thank her for being such 
an important part of  my life, and 
letting me be part of  hers. Here is 
to many more years and to the next 
milestone - college graduation!

Sincerely,

Meg Scheding ’03

Program Highlights

IOP Collaboration
PBHA collaborated with 
the Institute of Politics on 
a voter registration and 
get-out-the-vote drive in 
communities served by PBHA 
programming. MassVOTE, 
a nonpartisan nonprofit, 
provided valuable training to 
our student leaders to help 
this effort succeed.

SUP & Term-Time
In 2008 the groundwork was 
laid to ensure that all of  
PBHA’s Summer Urban 
Program camps had 
complementary term-time 
equivalents. At the request 
of parents and teachers, 
PBHA launched the highly-
anticipated Native American 
Youth Enrichment Big Sibling/
Little Sibling Program, South 
Boston After School, and 
RYIT, an after-school pro-
gram serving Roxbury Youth 
Initiative campers.

Marshall After School
The Marshall After School 
Program is an exciting new 
program offering academic 
support to the students at the 
John Marshall Elementary 
School in Dorchester, MA, 
one of the lowest perform-
ing elementary schools in 
Boston. After Mayor Menino’s 
“Step Up Initiative” identified 
the Marshall School as a pri-
ority for educational interven-
tion, PBHA piloted a program 
there in the spring of 2008 
and rolled out a full-scale 
program that same fall. 



2nd Annual “Robert Coles ‘Call of Service’ Lecture” and Alumni Weekend

New Orleans

Meg and Bessie at Bessie’s graduation from high school

PBHA teamed up with President Drew Faust 
and Harvard’s Office for Sustainability to 
invite Al Gore to deliver PBHA’s second an-
nual “Robert Coles ‘Call of  Service’ Lecture” 
in Tercenteniary Theatre on a cool October 
afternoon. Attendance at the outdoor event 
numbered in the tens of  thousands, with many 
PBHA alumni joining us from across the  
country. The PBHA Alumni Weekend  
followed the lecture, with our annual bike 
auction, sustainability workshops, an alumni 
panel discussion, and an awards dinner. The 
Memorial Church Grants Committee received 
the PBHA Outstanding Supporter Award for 
decades of  support of  our term-time and  
summer programs, and Rosa Ehrenreich 
Brooks ’91, Professor of  Law and Faculty 
Director of  the Human Rights Institute at 
Georgetown University, accepted the Out-
standing Alumna award. Both Rosa and The 
Reverend Peter J. Gomes, Plummer Professor 
of  Christian Morals and Pusey Minister in Me-
morial Church (far right, second from bottom) 
spoke to the assembled dinner guests. Rosa is 
shown at right with Lee Smith, who continues 
to be actively involved in PBHA despite 
her retirement.

  

PBHA-A President Walter Birge ’61 joins PBHA President Frances 

Tompkins ’09 and PBHA-A Secretary Grace Hou ’06 in honoring Rosa 

Ehrenreich Brooks ’91 (holding award) as the PBHA Outstanding 

Alumna at a celebratory awards dinner during Alumni Weekend.



http://www.pbha.org

Board of Trustees

Robert C. Barber ’72
Mo Barbosa
Robert S. Blacklow, M.D.
Gene A. Corbin, MPA ’01 [ex officio]
Grant Damon ’09 [ex officio]
Matthew Garcia ’10 [ex officio]
Nene Igietseme ’09 [ex officio]
Elizabeth Keating
Judith H. Kidd  [ex officio]
Sussan Lee ’09 [ex officio]
Melissa Luna ’03
Lucerito Ortiz ’10
Emily Parrott ’09
Jessica Ranucci ’10 [ex officio]
Natalia Renta ’11 [ex officio]
E. Abim Thomas ’96
Frances Tompkins ’09 [ex officio]
Romina Tortoriello ’11 
Mark Warren [ex officio]
Yuxuan Conrad Zhuang ‘09 [ex officio]

Phillips Brooks House Association, Harvard Yard, Cambridge MA 02138
phone 617-496-8642  fax 617-496-2461

Phillips Brooks House Association FY09 Board of Trustees & Staff

Staff

Gene A. Corbin, Executive Director
Maria Dominguez, Deputy Director
Susan C. Collings, Director of Development
Barbara Cone, Financial Administrator
Robert Bridgeman, Director of Programs
David Dance, Director of Programs
Kerry McGowan, Director of Programs
Kate Meunier, Director of Programs
Louise Wills, Grants, Technology & Alumni Relations Coordinator
Ariel Harms, Student Development Coordinator
Phyllis Fallon, Accounting Assistant
Steve Griffin, Vehicles Coordinator
Angelico Razon, Harvard Club of Boston Nonprofit Management Fellow 
of PBHA

The Arthur Liman Press at Phillips Brooks House is an endowed 
fund established by the efforts of the Liman family in honor of Arthur 
C. Liman ‘54 to support publications that honor public service and 
his memory.

PBHA Board and Staff Retreat, December 2008

The Arthur Liman Press 


