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The Phillips Brooks House Association’s 9th Annual Public Service Celebration
On Monday, May 3, 2010, the Phillips Brooks House Association (PBHA) will hold its 9th annual Public Service Celebration. The evening will begin with a reception for graduating seniors and special guests in the masters’ residence of Quincy House at 5 p.m. The Public Service Celebration will take place from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Quincy House Dining Hall with a capacity crowd of 200 persons in attendance. Invited guests include PBHA public service leaders, PBHA volunteers, and non-student special guests. During this inspiring evening, PBHA will celebrate accomplishments of the year, recognize volunteers, and present awards and fellowships.   

The awards include: the Stride Rite Post-Graduate Fellowships, the Stride Rite Senior Recognition Awards, the Houston-Moreland Awards, and the Spirit of PBHA Awards. The first two of these awards are granted by The Stride Rite Community Service Program. This program was established in 1983 by the Stride Rite Foundation to provide training and skills development for students of diverse economic and social backgrounds to become leaders in their communities, both as undergraduates and beyond.  

The Post-Graduate Fellowship Awards provides up to $25,000 to a graduating Harvard senior to fund a yearlong public service project.  The recipients of this fellowship for 2009/10 are Elizabeth Powers ’10 and Jessica Ranucci ’10. 

Elizabeth Powers ’10 will stay here in Cambridge to continue her work with homeless and battered women as the founder of an art collective program. In this role, she will build partnerships, create curriculum and run weekly art collective groups at homeless shelters and other Cambridge organizations.
 
Jessica Ranucci ’10 has developed deep relationships with youth and families from the Field’s Corner neighborhood of Dorchester through PBHA’s Boston Youth Enrichment Programs. Next year she will continue her work with this community as the founder and director of an after school and summer program in partnership with VietAid.
According to Ariel B. Harms, Student Development Coordinator, “The public service celebration is an annual gathering to celebrate the collective effort of PBHA’s 1400+ volunteers, and to recognize the particular devotion of a handful of the most dedicated graduating seniors.  It is always wonderful to be able to take an evening to honor the time, energy, thought and care that our students devote to giving back to their community.”
The Phillips Brooks House Association (PBHA) is a student-run, community-based nonprofit public service organization based on the Harvard campus.  PBHA runs 86 programs engaging 1,400 college students in year-round public service in the areas of youth development, housing and homelessness, adult services, ESL, advocacy, and out-of-school time programming. For more than a century PBHA programs have provided vital experiences for generations of leaders in service and activism while developing real, meaningful community partnerships. PBHA strives to create change on multiple levels in Boston and Cambridge. With professional staff support and advice, PBHA is a unique manifestation of college students' idealism, energy, and initiative. 
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